
 

Piwakawaka Year 0 to 3 
Piwakawaka have settled well into learning. They have 

adapted well to classroom routines, and are learning to 

manage themselves and their learning. They have learned 

some excellent language relating to probability. They are 

enjoying all their hands-on learning about Egypt too! 

They have learned about pyramids, sarcophagus’, 

egyptian clothing, and they have even made mummies! 

 

 

Piwakawaka have also been enjoying their extra students 

(Cayden, Max and Lucus), on Thursdays and Fridays. We 

have thoroughly enjoyed some STEM problem solving 

activities, and learning about forces and inertia! 

 

Tokoeka Year 3 to 6 
Tokoeka are an awesome team of learners that have 

settled into a new learning routine with enthusiasm. 

Tokoeka are training their brains to improve executive 
functions - our ability to regulate emotions, solve problems, 
be flexible, organized, concentrate and communicate well. 
This means that we think, discuss and practice throughout 
the day as learning points arise. The brain is an impressive 
muscle. When we have a Growth mindset, our intelligence 
and abilities can be improved with effort and the right 

strategies. We do not use can’t - because we can, maybe 
just not yet. We are using the terms novice, practitioner, 
apprentice and expert to explain how well we understand 
tasks. Learning is challenging and we are often in the 
Learning Pit as a novice, but with practice we will learn the 
skills and knowledge needed to achieve. 
 
Tokoeka are loving learning about The Ancient Egyptians 
and how inventive they were. We have completed all of our 
research so far from a huge pile of books that they are so 
excited by. Egyptian research is giving us authentic 
opportunity to learn about finding appropriate information, 
checking authenticity and relevance in a number of sources, 
taking notes and references. 

Tokoeka Inquiry Cycle 

 
We are munching on a berry - it takes time! 

Tokoeka are learning about times tables and problem 
solving in maths, reading awesome chapter books to 
research civilisations throughout history - UG, Iron Man, 
Stig of the Dump and Mark of The Thief. They are learning 
to write information reports, which is challenging their 
spelling knowledge and research skills.  
 
On Thursdays and Fridays Whaea Cheryl and our 
wonderful leaders join the team for STEAM and sports 
activities. They have been very creative with pulleys and 
leavers just as The Ancient Egyptians were. 
STEAM photos 

 

 



Kereru Year 7 to 8 
Kereru’s learners turned up on the first day excited to 
be in our new space and ready to learn.  It began in 
mathematics this term where we are revisiting Binary 
Numbers.  
We have been learning about binary and  coding, 
using the alphabet and musical notes and this week 
are learning to add and subtract binary numbers.  
Our Inquiry is leading our learning i reading, writing 
and research. Ancient Civilizations is our topic for this 
term’s inquiry through our overarching school theme of 
Citizenship. We are currently finding out about the 
Egyptians as a class,  however, we will be delving into 
individual civilization inquiries in a few weeks. The 
student’s are enthusiastically soaking up information 
and asking questions about Ancient Egypt. Here is the 
start of Jacob’s written report. 
 

Whole School 
As a team we are all learning to fill buckets all of the 
time. When we are tired, hungry, stressed or have 
been in the Learning Pit this can be challenging. At 
times we all dip into our own and other buckets. So we 
are learning to put our lids on, think about our own 
volcano and strategies to calm and find positives 
ourselves before we react or speak to others. 
 
We all make mistakes, mistakes are learning. 
However deliberate mistakes are often a form of 
communication that some needs or wants something. 
Talking is so important. Identifying the habits that are 
becoming negative and turning whatever the 
challenge maybe into an opportunity for learning and 
positive feelings is important and can take time.  

 
 

When negative habits are allowed to grow and not 
addressed, they can develop into problems for others. 
We are encouraging and supporting our students learn 
about how to become resisters and defenders if they 

see or hear any negative behaviour. This means 
looking the negatively behaving person  in the eye and 

telling the person to stop the behavior and instantly 
report the behaviour to a teacher.  

 

 
All students have a Being Me book that has been 

purchased for them to use at school. It is a log to help 
them understand feelings, events and to promote 

positivity and growth mindset. The students are loving 
them! 

 


